Western Arnhem Land is central to the Top End
of the Northern Territory (NT). It is home to

the Arnhem Sandstone Plateau, which forms
the headwaters of rivers flowing north to the
Arafura Sea, as well as east into the Gulf of
Carpentaria and west to the Timor sea. Tropical
savanna woodlands and floodplains occupy
the lowlands. Much of the region is remote
and road access is seasonal due to multiple
creek and river crossings. Towns with year-
round road access include Jabiru, Pine Creek
and Katherine. Beyond these centres, the
population is mostly clustered around remote
communities and associated outstations.

The dominant land tenure is Aboriginal land,
with some pastoral areas on the southern

and western fringes of the region. Aboriginal
Ranger groups are based at Gunbalanya,
Maningrida, Manmoyi, Kabulwarnamyo,
Ramingining, Bulman, Pine Creek, Jabiru and
Katherine. These groups mainly aim to manage
land for traditional cultural purposes, looking
after country on behalf of Traditional Owners.
Mustering licences exist in a number of places,
and other sources of income include crocodile
egg harvest, tourism and sale of carbon credits
earned through Savanna Burning Programs for
Carbon Abatement - a major source of income
for Aboriginal Ranger Groups and associated
Indigenous organisations in the region.

The World Heritage listed Kakadu National Park
is situated in the western-most part of Western
Arnhem Land.
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About TNRM’s regional Gamba
Grass prevention project

A key threatening processes impacting Western
Arnhem Land is invasion by a feral grass called
Gamba Grass, which is exceptionally well suited
to the wet-dry savanna landscapes in the region.
Territory Natural Resource Management (TNRM)
has been bringing stakeholders together to
tackle the issue at regional scale. This regional
management plan highlights many actions
which can be undertaken by Western Arnhem
stakeholders, in order to achieve regional Gamba
Grass prevention.

This project is supported by Territory Natural
Resource Management through funding from
the Australian Government’s National Landcare
Program.

To learn more about Territory Natural Resource
Management’s regional Gamba Grass
prevention project or other projects, please
contact 8942 8300 or
info@territorynrm.org.au or visit
www.territorynrm.org.au.



