
The Arnhem Plateau spanning around 20 000km2 is comprised mainly 
of sandstone and landscapes derived from sandstone, known locally as 
warddewardde or stone country. The plateau and its escarpment edges are 
a dominant feature in the eastern part of Kakadu National Park and include 
important sites such as Jim Jim Falls, Gunlom, Ubirr and Mount Brockman. 

The Arnhem Plateau Sandstone Shrubland Complex is a Nationally listed 
Threatened Ecologial Community and has some of the most significant habitats 
in the Northern Territory in terms of floristic diversity. 

The western Arnhem Land plateau is the most significant region in the NT for 
biodiversity and is home to more of the NT’s endemic species than anywhere 
else. It also supports a number of threatened species, including the Northern 
Quoll, Arnhem Land Egernia, Oenpelli Python, Merten’s Water Monitor and 
White-throated Grasswren.

There are many fire-sensitive plants which will disappear from an 
area if burned too often, too hot, or at the wrong time of year. 

The frequency and extent of fire, particularly in the late dry 
season, is the most significant management issue for 

habitat in the sandstone. 

Territory Natural Resource Management (TNRM) are 
working with land managers to increase knowledge and 
raise awareness of the natural values of the Arnhem Land 
Plateau Sandstone Shrubland Complex and the impacts 

of fire on this Threatened Ecological Community. 

As part of the west Arnhem and Kakadu - 
Protecting the Extraordinary Values of the 
Northern Territory’s Top End project, TNRM have 

developed a plant identification guide. This 
guide aims to increase understanding of 
the diversity of plants in unique sandstone 
vegetation communities of the west Arnhem 
and Kakadu region.

warddewardde
(Stone Country) 

The importance of
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Threatened fauna of the 
sandstone. White-throated 
Grasswren Amytornis woodwardi 
(left) and Northern Quoll 
Dasyurus hallucatus (right)

Acacia sericoflora 
One of several wattles 
(Acacia spp.) growing 
in the sandstone, this 
species is endemic to 
the Top End. 

Allosyncarpia ternata 
(Anbinik) 
Large, often spreading 
tree that grows in 
monsoon forest and fire-
protected sites among 
the sandstone. Anbinik 
is endemic to Arnhem 
Land and individual 
trees can live for several 
hundred years. 

Boronia lanceolata 
One of several species 
of Boronia in the 
sandstone, this one 
grows on rocks and 
among boulders. 

Callitris intratropica  
(Northern Cypress)
A fire-sensitive species 
that only persists where 
it is protected from the 
flames. The hard wood 
is resistant to termites 
and the smoke from 
the wood helps to deter 
mosquitoes. 

Calytrix sp. 
The sandstone is a 
centre of diversity 
for Calytrix, with 10 
species known from 
west Arnhem Land. 
Many of these are 
endemic to the region. 

Ficus cerasicarpa  
(Cherry Rock-fig or  
An-bamek)
This fig grows directly 
on rocks, it’s roots 
penetrating into cracks 
and crevices to obtain 
moisture. One of 
several figs growing in 
the region, the small 
red fruits are edible. 

Grevillea dryandri 
subsp. dasycarpa 
(Grevillea or  
An-djamko) 
A shrub with fine 
leaves and red flowers, 
this subspecies is 
associated with 
sandstone. 

Hibiscus brennanii 
A pink flowering 
Hibiscus known only 
from (i.e. endemic to) 
a small area on the Mt. 
Brockman outlier within 
Kakadu National Park. It 
is a prickly shrub found 
on sandy soils derived 
from sandstone.  

Pandanus basedowii
An unusual kind 
of Pandanus with 
prop roots that 
grows in sandstone 
environments. It is 
endemic to western 
Arnhem Land. 

Pityrodia jamesii 
A plant with aromatic 
leaves arranged in 
a spiral pattern, it is 
food for the brightly 
coloured Leichhardt’s 
Grasshopper. 

Seringia (Keraudrenia) 
adenolasia 
This low shrub has 
hairy leaves that smell 
a bit like soap. It is 
endemic to western 
Arnhem Land. 

Sterculia quadrifida  
(Peanut Tree) 
A widespread tree in 
the Top End that is 
found in a variety of 
habitats including rock 
outcrops in sandstone 
country. The seeds are 
edible. 
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