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1. The natural environments are 
nationally and globally significant



World’s largest area of high quality 
tropical savanna



Least disturbed rivers in Australia

(Woinarski et al. 2007)



Limited threats to freshwater 
biodiversity



2. Australians value these environments 
for many reasons



People value tropical rivers for many reasons

Zander and Straton (2010) Ecological Economics 
Zander et al. (2010) Journal of Environmental Management
Zander et al. (2013) PLOS ONE

Most important management issue Responses
(%)

Preserving for biodiversity & natural habitat 40

Preserving rivers for the people who live there 
and visitors

20

Producing food for Australia 30

Developing northern Australia 6

Providing food for the world 4



3. Visions for the other sectors are 
inextricably linked with the environment. 



4. Our understanding of the impacts of 
development continues to improve





More flow = more seafood



5. We still have time to get it right in 
northern Australia



6. Shared vision emerging for 
northern Australia



What do we need to do?

1. Ensure environmental sustainability in areas 
where we will have more intensive 
development

2. Better manage natural resources across the 
broader landscape

3. Support environmental stewardship for people 
managing the land

4. Improved  understanding of the trade-offs: 
Benefits & Costs, Winners & Losers

5. Make informed decisions based on the evidence



Reasons to be optimistic



“If I hear one more person from Canberra talking 
about all this water going out to sea to waste in the 
north, I think I’ll go mad”  

“We have to understand water flows and water 
reserves in both the wet and the dry, do the 
research, get the data, understand the impact of 
taking more wet season (river) flow on barramundi 
and prawns, and then allocate water for irrigation 
on that basis.” 

David Crombie past president of National Farmers 
Federation, The Australian September 06, 2014
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Tony Abbott's plan for northern foodbowl
by: Sid Maher

From: The Australian

September 17, 2011 12:00AM

Source: The Australian

THE Coalition is developing an ambitious plan to double Australia's agricultural production by the

middle of the century through a network of new dams in the Top End, which would open up millions of

hectares of under-utilised land to food production.

A Coalition policy development taskforce headed by opposition finance spokesman Andrew Robb is eyeing

projects across the Top End, including the third stage of the Ord River project in Western Australia and the

Daly River in the Northern Territory, and developing dams that have been on the drawing board in far north

Queensland on the Gilbert and Flinders rivers.

While Mr Robb said the policy was a "work in progress", it promises to reignite a development-versus-

environment war in the north and further inflame tensions between the Coalition and the Greens.

Queensland's Liberal National Party, which is on track to win a state election due by next March, is already

developing plans to greatly expand cropping and double food production from the state by 2040.

LNP leader Campbell Newman yesterday told the annual general meeting of producers' organisation AgForce

that an audit of Queensland pasture and mine buffering zones would identify areas where more food could be
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2014 Barnaby Joyce says “Asia food bowl claims are 
ridiculous” THE AUSTRALIAN     AUGUST 03, 2014 1:05PM




