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Preventing weed spread 
is everybody’s business
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The problem
Gamba grass was originally introduced into Austra lia from Africa  for use as a pasture species. Gamba 

north Australian savannas.

Gamba grass grows to form tussocks which are bigger, talle r and more dense than native grass species. 

severely decrease local biodiversity.

HABIT STEMS & BRANCHES LEAVES FLOWERS FRUIT & SEED 

Gamba grass is a declared weed in accordance with the Weeds Management Act 2001 and is a Weed of National 

•

•
boundary of Kakadu Nat ional Park in the east, the town of Katherine in the south, and the Daly River mouth in the 

•

density  infestations which have a lower feas ibility of eradicat ion or control.

Andropogon gayanus 

Leaves are up to 60cm 
long with a distinctive 
white midrib and 
covered with soft hairs.

Tussocks can grow to 
4m high and up to 
70cm in diameter.

Gamba grass stems 
are robust and covered 
in soft hair.  The 
shallow root system 
can spread up to 1m 
from the tussock.

Flower heads occur on 
tall stems above the 
leaves.

The seed head consists 
of up to 6 groups of 
branches.

are contained in a 
V-shaped seed head.

Andropogon gayanus

www.nt.gov.au/gam ba

ENVIRONMENT AND  NAT URAL RESOU RCES

Andropogon gayanus

A FIELD GUIDE FOR COLLECTING WEED DATA FOR THE NT
Land managers and on-ground workers such as contractors, farmers, stoc kmen and rangers 
are often best placed to c ollec t information about weeds. 

This Field Guide provides a step by step guide about the weed data collec tion process.  
Detailed information is provided in the NT Weed Data Collection Manual intended for data 
managers, researchers and land management agencies. 

The Weed Management Branch (WMB) is seeking co-operation from all stakeholders to use 
the standards outlined in this guide for weed data collection.

Consistent and reliable weed data is critical for effective weed management. Land managers 
can use data about the type of weeds, where the weeds are found, and the extent of the 
infestation to help prioritise on-ground actions. 

• Data needs to include the characteristics (attributes) of  the weed AND  where the weed is.

• This guide describes the information which needs to be collected and rec orded, and tools to 
do this.  

• A common tool in the Northern Territory is a  (‘little white 
book’ available from the WMB). This should be used with a GPS. 

• If you don’t own a GPS, you are still able to collect valuable weed information. Paper maps or 
internet web mapping applications can be marked to show where weeds are present.

• A range of digital mapping devices such as tablets and iPads 
can also be used.

• Whichever tool is used, the attributes required 
remain the same.

DE PA RTMEN T OF E NVIRONMEN T AN D NATURAL  RESOURCES

The weed data consisting of where the weed was 
found AND the attributes of the weed, needs to be 
organised into a useful format. 

Data needs to show the location (latitude and longitude) 
of the weed, along with its identifying number.  

The most useful way to look at weed data is on a 
map, whic h can then inform your efforts in managing 
weeds:

• distinguish between core and isolated infestations: 
keep ‘clean areas c lean’ by treating isolated weed 
infestations 

• identify key management areas, such as creek lines 
where weeds are infesting downstream areas

• categorise c ritic al control areas, such as habitats 

protec tion

• determine resource allocation – personnel, 
herbicide, on-ground equipment

• determine succ ess of previous treatments, 
to decide on most effective future control

• assess mac hinery movement and hygiene 
practic es: weeds along tracks should be treated 
to prevent vehicles spreading weeds further

You can c reate your own map using a web 
application (eg Google Earth),  or using NR Maps 
(nrmaps.nt.gov.au), or request assistance through the 
Weed Management Branc h.

Knowing WHERE your weeds are, helps you decide 
HOW you need to manage them.

Ideally, provide the Weed Management Branch 
with this spreadsheet with all weed ATTRI BUTES; 

LOCATION of  the weed.

This is downloaded from the GPS and/or elec tronic  

land managers’ requirements.  Downloaded data 

manipulated in ArcGIS®. This is the preferred 

Paper or electronic maps showing the location of 
your weed record can be saved as images or 
web-links (eg. Google Earth or NR Maps).

Location (latitude, longitude)  of the weed needs to be 
matched with the corresponding weed ATTRIBUTES 
which you have collected in your 

 or sheet.

Copy your weed attributes from your 
 into an Exc el spreadsheet 

(available from the WMB), ensuring these match the 
appropriate weed point data.

Preferably, copy and insert the latitude and longitude 
data from your downloaded GPS so that all nec essary 
data is combined in one spreadsheet.

Contact  informatio n
Darwin 8999 4567  Alice Springs 895 1 921 0
Tennant Creek 89 62 43 14  Katherine 897 3 885 7
email: weedinfo@nt.gov.au 
www.nt.gov.au/weeds
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